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CONFIDENTIAL BELIZE 0294 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR BH GT UK 

SUBJ: PRICE STATEMENT ON BELIZE INDEPENDENCE 
REF: A STATE 077684, B PORT OF SPAIN 0833 

1 . 1 HAD AN OPPORTUNITY LAST WEEK TO MENTION AGENCE FRANCE 
PRESS' ACCOUNT OF PREMIER PRICE S REMARKS AT PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN PORT OF SPAIN (REF A) TO GOVERNOR POSNETT AND ASK WHETHER 
PRICE HAD BEEN QUOTED CORRECTLY AND IF SO WHAT HAD LED HIM TO 
MAKE SUCH A STATEMENT AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME. H.E. HADN'T 
HEARD THE STORY BUT PROMISED TO ASK PRICE ABOUT IT. 

2. GOVERNOR CALLED ME APRIL 3 TO SAY THAT HE HAD ASKED PRICE 
WHAT HE HAD TOLD REPORTERS IN PORT OF SPAIN. PREMIER 
HAD REPLIED THAT HE HAD MADE NO PREPARED STATEMENT 
BUT HAD SIMPLY REPLIED TO QUESTIONS PUT TO HIM BY REPORTERS 
WITH SAME ANSWERS HE HAD GIVEN TO SAME QUESTIONS MANY TIMES 
BEFORE. PRICE DID NOT RECALL EXACTLY HOW THE QUESTION IN REGARD 
TO WHEN HE EXPECTED BELIZE TO BECOME INDEPENDENT HAD BEEN PUT TO 
HIM BUT SAID THAT IT WAS QUITE POSSIBLE HE HAD SAID THAT HE WOULD 
LIKE TO ATTAIN INDEPENDENCE THIS YEAR WHICH, THE GOVERNOR 
QUOTED HIM AS HAVING SAID, WAS NOTHING NEW AND SHOULD HAVE 
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3. THE REPORTER, AN OPPOSITION NEWSPAPER CARRIED SIMILAR 
STORY ON FRONT PAGE YESTERDAY UNDER BANNER HEADLINE "PRICE IN 
TRINIDAD SAYS HE HOPES FOR INDEPENDENCE THIS YEAR” CITING MIAMI 
HERALD AS SOURCE. 

4. COMMENT. DESPITE HIS PROTESTATIONS TO THE CONTRARY, IT WOULD 

BE CONSISTENT WITH PREMIER PRICE'S DIPLOMATIC STYLE FOR HIM TO HAVE 
TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF AN OPPORTUNITY TO PUBLICIZE HIS CAUSE, AND 
EXPLANATION SUGGESTED BY EMBASSY PORT OF PRINCE (PARAGRAPH 4, 

REF B) SEEMS PLAUSIBLE ENOUGH. PRICE WILL VERY LIKELY CONTINUE TO 
MAKE STATEMENTS OF THIS SORT AS LONG AS NEWSPAPERS CONTINUE 
TO PRINT THEM. THAT REPORTERS MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE UNDULY DRAMATIC PRESS COVERAGE OF PRICE'S COMMENTS 
IS ANOTHER POSSIBLE EXPLANATION. 
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